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"Cognitive Turn": the New Chance of the Literary Studies
Feng Jun
(Graduate School, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongqing 400031)

Abstract: Recently,the rapid development in Cognitive Literary Studies has bring about anxieties and
skepticism among scholars both at home and abroad. Some scholars abroad scold cognitive literary
studies for its blindness to tradition, the potential backfire of eclecticism, a new essentialism and a
reductionist teleological thinking; while some domestic scholars also adopt a skeptical attitude to
the"Cognitive Turn". Their anxieties and skepticism can be attributed to two aspects: for one thing, due
to the gaps or contradictions between the two cultures of humanities and sciences, some people know
little about Cognitive Science and Cognitive Literary Studies, thus have a prejudice against this area; for
another, Cognitive Literary Studies exhibits some temporary flaws in the early stage of its development,
which leads to some scholars' skepticism. The analysis shows that their skepticism towards Cognitive
Literary Studies is in fact excessive anxieties on newborn things. Cognitive Literary Studies drawing
insights and methods from Cognitive Science aims to answer literary questions and solve literary
problems. It approaches to literature from "cognition" and promotes traditional literary studies. The
"cognitive turn" in literary studies provides a new road for literary studies out of the "post-theory"

dilemma, rather than makes literature "literarinessless".

Key Words: cognitive poetics; Cognitive Literary studies; cognitive turn; literariness
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